
Beyond Unit 731: Japanese Medical Atrocities in the Greater Pacific War, 1931-
45: Context and Implications: Bibliography (Last updated: January 2026) 
 

 
Japanese Medical Atrocities: An Overview:  
 
Baader, Gerhard, Susan E. Lederer, Morris Low, Florian Schmaltz, and Alexander V. Schwerin. 
“Pathways to Human Experimentation, 1933-1945: Germany, Japan, and the United States.” 
Osiris 20 (2005): 205–31. http://www.jstor.org/stable/3655257. 
 
Cunliffe, William H. Select Documents on Japanese War Crimes and Japanese Biological 
Warfare, 1934-2006. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 2007. 
https://purl.fdlp.gov/GPO/LPS88979. 

  
Harris, Sheldon. “Japanese Biomedical Experimentation During the World War II Era.” In 
Military Medical Ethics, vol. 2, edited by Thomas E. Beam and Linette R Sparacino, 463-506. 
Falls Church, Va: Office of the Surgeon General, U.S. Army, 2003. 
https://medcoe.army.mil/borden-tb-mil-med-ethics-vol2. 
 
LaFleur, William R., Gernot Böhme, and Susumu Shimazono. Dark Medicine: Rationalizing 
Unethical Medical Research. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2007. 
https://muse.jhu.edu/book/4011. 
 
Nie, Jing-Bao, Takashi Tsuchiya, and Lun Li. “Japanese Doctors’ Experimentation, 1932–1945, 
and Medical Ethics.” In The Cambridge World History of Medical Ethics, edited by Robert B. 
Baker and Laurence B. McCullough, 589–94. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008. 
 
Tanaka, Yuki. Hidden Horrors: Japanese War Crimes in World War II. Boulder, CO: Westview 
Press, 1996. 
 
Tsuchiya, Takashi. “The Imperial Japanese Experiments in China.” In The Oxford Textbook of 
Clinical Research Ethics, edited by Ezekiel J. Emanuel, et al., 31-45. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 2008. http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/eastcarolina/detail.action?docID=665420. 
 
 
 
History of Japanese Medicine: 
 
Liu, Shiyung. “The Ripples of Rivalry: The Spread of Modern Medicine from Japan to Its 
Colonies.” East Asian Science, Technology and Society: An International Journal 2, no. 1 (2008): 
47–71. doi:10.1215/s12280-008-9030-0.  
 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/3655257
javascript:open_window(%22https://catalog.gpo.gov:443/F/PVAM5KGAY1V1KKPT34LR3NPX7VFB9HMNAGCFNPV84QFBPBL3CM-29081?func=service&doc_library=GPO01&doc_number=000609029&line_number=0001&func_code=WEB-BRIEF&service_type=MEDIA%22);
https://medcoe.army.mil/borden-tb-mil-med-ethics-vol2
https://muse.jhu.edu/book/4011
http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/eastcarolina/detail.action?docID=665420


Matsumoto M, Inoue K, Kajii E. “Words of Tohkaku Wada: Medical Heritage in Japan.” Journal 
of Medical Ethics 27, no. 1 (February 2001): 55-58. DOI: 10.1136/jme.27.1.55. PMID: 11233381; 
PMCID: PMC1733337. 
 
"Medical Ethics, History of South and East Asia: IV. Japan. B. Contemporary Japan." 
Encyclopedia of Bioethics. Encyclopedia.com. 
https://www.encyclopedia.com/science/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-
maps/medical-ethics-history-south-and-east-asia-iv-japan-b-contemporary-japan. 
 
Park, Yi-Jin, and Sam-Hun Park. “Appearance of ‘Mental Hygiene’ in Japan’s Theory of Prenatal 
Care at the Beginning of the 20th Century-The Fusion of Public Hygiene and Eugenics: A Book 
Review.” Iranian Journal of Public Health 51, no. 1 (January 2022): 48–55. 
doi:10.18502/ijph.v51i1.8291.    
 
Robertson, Jennifer. “Eugenics in Japan: Sanguinous Repair.” In The Oxford Handbook of the 
History of Eugenics, edited by Alison Bashford, and Philippa Levine, 430-48. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2010. https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780195373141.013.0026.  
 
Rodwin, Marc A., “The Evolution of Japanese Medicine.” In Conflicts of Interest and the Future 
of Medicine: The United States, France, and Japan, 161-83. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
2011. https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780199755486.003.0009,  
 
 
The Japanese Army, Military Medicine, Manchuria and Japanese Imperialism: 

Dower, John W. War Without Mercy: Race and Power in the Pacific War. New York: Pantheon 
Books, 1986.  

Drea, Edward J. Japan's Imperial Army: Its Rise and Fall, 1853-1945. Lawrence, KS: University 
Press of Kansas, 2009.  

Edgerton, Robert B. Warriors of The Rising Sun: A History of The Japanese Military. New York: 
W. W. Norton & Company, 1997.  

Harries, Meirion and Susan Harries. Soldiers of the Sun: The Rise and Fall of the Imperial 
Japanese Army. New York: Random House, 1991.  

Hawk, Alan. “The Paradox of the Imperial Japanese Army Medical Department,” n.d. 
https://www.academia.edu/2898317/The_Paradox_of_the_Imperial_Japanese_Army_Medical
_Department.  

Kowner, Rotem. Historical Dictionary of the Russo-Japanese War. 2nd ed. Lanham, MD: Rowman 
& Littlefield, 2017.  

https://www.encyclopedia.com/science/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/medical-ethics-history-south-and-east-asia-iv-japan-b-contemporary-japan
https://www.encyclopedia.com/science/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/medical-ethics-history-south-and-east-asia-iv-japan-b-contemporary-japan
https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780195373141.013.0026
https://doi.org/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780199755486.003.0009
https://www.academia.edu/2898317/The_Paradox_of_the_Imperial_Japanese_Army_Medical_Department
https://www.academia.edu/2898317/The_Paradox_of_the_Imperial_Japanese_Army_Medical_Department


Payne, S.C.M. The Japanese Empire: Grand Strategy from the Meiji Restoration to the Pacific 
War. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2017.  

Seaman, Louis Livingston. The Real Triumph of Japan: The Conquest of the Silent Foe. New York: 
D. Appleton and Company, 1906.  

Suenaga, Keiko. “Bodies in the Service of the Japanese Empire: Colonial Medicine in 
Manchuria.” The Asia Pacific Journal 19, no. 24/3 (December 15, 2021). 
https://apjjf.org/2021/24/suenaga.  
 
 
 
 
Unit 731: 

Chu, Patricia P. "’Truth as Accessible as Looking Out a Window’: Unit 731 and the Ethics of 
Virtual Postwar Testimony." The Massachusetts Review 60, no. 4 (2019): 682-696. 
doi:10.1353/mar.2019.0099. 

Gold, Hal. Japan's Infamous Unit 731: First-hand Accounts of Japan's Wartime Human 
Experimentation Program. Tokyo: Tuttle Publishing, 2019.  

Grunden, Walter E. Secret Weapons and World War II: Japan in the Shadow of Big Science. 
Lawrence, KS: University Press of Kansas, 2005.  

Harris, Sheldon H. Factories of Death: Japanese Biological Warfare, 1932-1945, and the 
American Cover-Up. New York: Routledge, 2002.  

Keiichi, Tsuneishi. “Unit 731 and the Japanese Imperial Army’s Biological Warfare Program.” 
Translated by John Junkerman. In Japan's Wartime Medical Atrocities: Comparative Inquiries in 
Science, History, and Ethics, edited by Jing Bao Nie, Nanyan Guo, Mark Selden, and Arthur 
Kleinman, 23-31. London: Routledge, 2010. doi:10.4324/9780203849040 

 
 
Atrocities Beyond Unit 731: 

Baird, J. Kevin and Sangkot Marzuki. War Crimes in Japan-Occupied Indonesia: A Case of Murder 
by Medicine. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2015. doi:10.2307/j.ctt1d989sc.  

Allied Translator and Interpreter Section, South West Pacific Area. Infringement of the Laws of 
War and Ethics by the Japanese Medical Corps. ATIS Research Report 117, January 26, 1945. 
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/22/NDL12920200_Pros._Doc._No._409-

https://apjjf.org/2021/24/suenaga
https://dx.doi.org/10.1353/mar.2019.0099
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203849040
https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctt1d989sc
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/22/NDL12920200_Pros._Doc._No._409-_ATIS_Research_Report_No._117%2C_I._G._No.3860%2C_6340._Infringement_of_the_Law_of_War_and_Ethics_by_the_Japanese_Medical_Corps.pdf


_ATIS_Research_Report_No._117%2C_I._G._No.3860%2C_6340._Infringement_of_the_Law_of
_War_and_Ethics_by_the_Japanese_Medical_Corps.pdf 

Landas, Marc. The Fallen: A True Story of American POWs and Japanese Wartime Atrocities. 
Hoboken, N.J.: John Wiley & Sons, 2004.  

Maga, Timothy P. Judgment at Tokyo: The Japanese War Crimes Trials. Lexington: University 
Press of Kentucky, 2001. 

McCurry, Justin. "Japanese Veteran Admits Vivisection Tests on PoWs." The Guardian, 
November 27, 2006. 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2006/nov/27/secondworldwar.japan  

Perpetuation of Testimony of Former 1st Lieut. James A. McMurria, O-373644: In the matter of 
the POW Camp operated by the 6th Field Kempai Tai Headquarters in Rabaul, New Britain - 
Tunnel Hill POW Camp. McMurria affidavit; RG 331 Box 943 Rabaul Reports; NARA #7 
IMG_0029 et al, July 21, 1948. 
https://www.mansell.com/pow_resources/camplists/other/rabaul/mcmurria_affidavit_rabaul.
html  

 
 
Postwar Coverup: 

Brody, Howard, Sarah E Leonard, Jing-Bao Nie, and Paul Weindling. “U.S. Responses to Japanese 
Wartime Inhuman Experimentation After World War II: National Security and Wartime 
Exigency.” CQ: Cambridge Quarterly of Healthcare Ethics 23, no. 2 (April 2014): 220-30. 
doi:10.1017/S0963180113000753.  

Cranmer, Valerie J. "In Judgment of Unit 731: A Comparative Study of Medical War Crimes Trials 
after World War II." Journal of American-East Asian Relations 30, 1 (2023): 32-60, 
doi:10.1163/18765610-30010002. 

Grunden, Walter E. “H-Diplo Article Review 1201: Grunden on Cranmer, ‘In Judgment of Unit 
731.’” H-Diplo, January 31, 2024. https://networks.h-net.org/group/discussions/20019758/h-
diplo-article-review-1201-grunden-cranmer-judgment-unit-731.  

Guillemin, Jeanne. Hidden Atrocities: Japanese Germ Warfare and American Obstruction of 
Justice at the Tokyo Trial. New York: Columbia University Press, 2017.  

Nie, Jing-Bao. “The United States Cover-up of Japanese Wartime Medical Atrocities: Complicity 
Committed in the National Interest and Two Proposals for Contemporary Action.” The American 
Journal of Bioethics 6, no. 3 (2006): W21–33. doi:10.1080/15265160600686356.  
 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/22/NDL12920200_Pros._Doc._No._409-_ATIS_Research_Report_No._117%2C_I._G._No.3860%2C_6340._Infringement_of_the_Law_of_War_and_Ethics_by_the_Japanese_Medical_Corps.pdf
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/22/NDL12920200_Pros._Doc._No._409-_ATIS_Research_Report_No._117%2C_I._G._No.3860%2C_6340._Infringement_of_the_Law_of_War_and_Ethics_by_the_Japanese_Medical_Corps.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2006/nov/27/secondworldwar.japan
https://www.mansell.com/pow_resources/camplists/other/rabaul/mcmurria_affidavit_rabaul.html
https://www.mansell.com/pow_resources/camplists/other/rabaul/mcmurria_affidavit_rabaul.html
https://doi.org/10.1163/18765610-30010002
https://networks.h-net.org/group/discussions/20019758/h-diplo-article-review-1201-grunden-cranmer-judgment-unit-731
https://networks.h-net.org/group/discussions/20019758/h-diplo-article-review-1201-grunden-cranmer-judgment-unit-731


Wang, Suzy, “Medical-related War Crimes Trials and Post-war Politics and Ethics” In Japan's 
Wartime Medical Atrocities: Comparative Inquiries in Science, History, and Ethics, edited by Jing 
Bao Nie, Nanyan Guo, Mark Selden, and Arthur Kleinman, 32-58. London: Routledge, 2010. 
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/eastcarolina/detail.action?docID=592908.  
 
 
Khabarovsk Trial: 

Materials on the Trial of Former Servicemen of the Japanese Army Charged with Manufacturing 
and Employing Bacteriological Weapons. Moscow: Foreign Languages Publishing House, 1950.  

Nie, Jing-Bao. “The West's Dismissal of the Khabarovsk Trial as 'Communist Propaganda': 
Ideology, Evidence and International Bioethics.” Journal of Bioethical Inquiry 1, no. 1 (April 
2004): 32-42. doi:10.1007/BF02448905 

Polulina, Valentyna. “Soviet War Crimes Policy in the Far East: The Bacteriological 
Warfare Trial at Khabarovsk, 1949.” In Historical Origins of International Criminal Law: Volume 
2, edited by Morten Bergsmo, Cheah Wui Ling and YI Ping, FICHL Publication 
Series No. 21 (2014): 539-62. Brussels: Torkel Opsahl Academic EPublisher, 2014. 
 https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/47da2b/pdf/.  
 
Rimmington, Anthony. Stalin's Secret Weapon: The Origins of Soviet Biological Warfare. New 
York: Oxford University Press, 2018.  
 
Romanova, V. V., & Shulatov, Y. A. “After the Khabarovsk Trials of 1949: The USSR, US and the 
Attempt to Organize a New Tribunal at the Far East During the Cold War.” History of Medicine 
4, no. 3 (2017): 261-73. DOI: 10.17720/2409-5834.v4.3.2017.08h.  
 
Yudin, Boris G. “Research on Humans at the Khabarovsk War Crimes Trial.” In Japan's Wartime 
Medical Atrocities: Comparative Inquiries in Science, History, and Ethics, edited by Jing Bao Nie, 
Nanyan Guo, Mark Selden, and Arthur Kleinman, 59-78. London: Routledge, 2010. 
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/eastcarolina/detail.action?docID=592908.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/eastcarolina/detail.action?docID=592908
https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/47da2b/pdf/
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/eastcarolina/detail.action?docID=592908

