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The students of the School of Nursing and the School 
of Allied Health Sciences have previously used 
ECU’s east campus general academic library.

This expanded clientele resulted in heavier library 
use and a change in focus for the library’s teaching 
programs.
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Information Commons
Laupus Library’s Information Commons is 
a service concept that fosters student, sta�, 
and faculty learning and interaction, en-
hancing research, information access, and 
teaching opportunities. 

The Information Commons is a technology-
rich environment that presents clients with a 
state-of-the-art, innovative, technology and 
information center. 

Information Commons services are centered 
in an inviting environment complimented by 
comfortable lounge seating space, a study and 
laptop use area, a computer lab, a Smart® 
classroom, a Multimedia Development 
Center, an adaptive technology center, and 
two Collaborative Resource Centers.

A popular space for study, the library has individual study carrels and 
twenty group study rooms  to accommodate four to eight students. Two 
Collaborative Research Centers are equipped with supportive technology 
for group project work. 

The new library was planned to house existing print 
collections in a pleasing environment conducive to 
study, research and learning.

The newly constructed Health Sciences Building on East 
Carolina University’s west campus houses the William E. 
Laupus Health Sciences Library, the School of  Allied Health 
Sciences and the School of  Nursing.

The library was funded by a $12.8 mil-
lion allocation from a North Carolina 
bond referendum. The 4 story 72,000 
sq. ft. library opened in June 2006.

A History of Medicine Department on the 4th floor 
focuses on a Rare Book Reading Room with a heart 
of pine floor made of planks restored from an old 
eastern North Carolina tobacco barn.

The Conservation Lab 
is used to restore and 
repair library materials. 
A fume hood removes 
noxious gases, spores, 
air-borne dust and 
mold from the work 
space.

The 4th floor showcases a lovely Exhibit 
Gallery including an accessible outdoor 
balcony. This space is one of the highlights 
of the library.  It is used for educational, 
social functions and to host events promot-
ing library development.  

Special Events

Laupus Library (left), the School of Allied Health Sciences 
(center), and the School of Nursing (right) received $60 
million from the North Carolina higher education facilities 
bond fund.

Multimedia Video Conferencing Center

Computer Lab

Computer Classroom

A Single Point of Service Desk on the 
library’s reference floor provides one site 
for both circulation and reference services.

Reference Floor

Formal Luncheon

Special Presentation
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